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(not participating in NC Broadband Infrastructure Office GREAT or CAB programs) 
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Legal 
Authority:  

NC GS 153A-459  Use County “General 
Funds” Only* 

 

Use Federal Funds Only, or 
Combination of Co & Fed $ (Must 

follow NCGS 153A-459 and Fed Reqs) 

 

Use of property 
tax monies not 

allowable, due to 
NC GS 153A-149 
see #1 on page 2 

Option A Option B 

Must use definition of 
“broadband “found in NC GS 

143B-1373(a)(2) 
(terrestrial, 25/3 mbps+)  

See #2 on page 2 

Must use definition of 
“unserved” found in NC GS 

143B-1373(a)(14) 
See #3 on page 2 

Must use an RFP process 
including some form of 

advertisement, as basis for 
award 

 

Counties must comply with 2 
CFR 200 (UG) requirements 
for recipients, including 
monitoring compliance of 
sub-recipients or contractors 

 

Provider(s) must 
comply with 2 CFR 
200 (UG) 
requirements for 1) 
sub-recipients or 2) 
contractors 

 

Sub-recipients: 
 2 CFR 200 Checklist 
(forthcoming, SOG) 

Contractor:  
2 CFR 200  Checklist 
(pending, awaiting US 
Treasury guidance) 

 

Cannot 
participate in 
GREAT/CAB if 

use any 
federal $$  

Cannot include 
areas where private 
provider has been 

designated to 
receive funds 

   

If using SLFRF Broadband 
Infrastructure Monies: 

If using SLFRF Revenue 
Replacement Monies: 

Requirements: 
100/20 mbps 
(scale to 100/ 

100), ISP 
participate in FCC 

ACP or similar 
program, etc. 

Must follow all 
rules for NC GS 

153A-459   

All are sub-awards per SLFRF; 
providers will be designated as sub-
recipients or contractors by County 

Counties: 
 2 CFR 200 Checklist 
(forthcoming, SOG) 
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1. Property tax dollars are not authorized for this expenditure under NCGS 153A-459, despite the 

use of “unrestricted general fund”, as the authority is not expressly granted under NCGS 153A-
149. NC GS 153A-149 was not amended to add these types of broadband grants to the list of 
authorized functions, therefore a county still may not use property taxes if it goes it alone. The 
provision in 153A-149(g) just states that the authority to spend property taxes is separate from 
the authority undertake the activity. A county must have both. In this case, there is authority to 
award the grants under 153A-459, but not authority to expend property tax proceeds for that 
purpose. 
 

2. NC G.S. 143B-1373(a)(2). “Broadband service. – For the purposes of this section, terrestrially 
deployed Internet access service with transmission speeds of at least 25 megabits per second 
(Mbps) download and at least 3 megabits per second upload (25:3).” 
 

3. NC G.S. 143B-1373(a)(14): “Unserved area. – A designated geographic area that is presently 
without access to broadband service, as defined in this section, or where internet access service 
does not meet the definition of broadband service. Areas where a private provider has been 
designated to receive funds through other State or federally funded programs designed 
specifically for broadband deployment shall be considered served if such funding is intended to 
result in construction of broadband in the area within 18 months or for the duration of the 
federal funding program for that area, or if the funding recipient is otherwise in good standing 
with the funding agency’s regulations governing the funding program.” 

 

 
 

 


